DEFENDER OF DEMOCRACY
several blunders; but, in the last analysis, they were also Russians. From the beginning they behaved very well towards us and assured me a free exit and armed neutrality."
"Is it true that the success of your troops at Zborov had an important effect?"
"It had a great effect on the Russians of all parties, who hitherto had been sceptical. They saw how our legions covered the Russian rear and supported them tactically. But we could not remain in Russia. My plan was to come with the army to Vladivostock. The ships of the Allies would be there, to bring them to the battlefields in France. If the Armistice had not intervened they would have come to France and have fought there against the Germans. At the beginning of 1918 we had 50,000 rifles and our boys were good soldiers. Some of our people thought that the distance across Siberia would be too great for the transport of our army. Why not strike through Europe? But I knew that, in the circumstances, the longest way around the world was the shortest. And in what direction should we strike through? And towards what objective? I also knew that with our plan we could make an impression on the world. The
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